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Max Odlen, president of the
Jewish Federation of Southern NJ
from 1960-62, and president of
Cong. Beth El from 1957-1959,
died Nov. 3 at Doctors Hospital in
Sarasota, Fla. Formerly of Cherry
Hill, he and his wife, Marianna
Och Odlen, moved to Longport
Key, Fla., in 1989, but
spent late summer—
early fall in Cherry
Hill for more than 10
years afterward.

“My heart will
always be with the
Southern New Jersey
Jewish community,”
he said in frequent
phone calls to the
Voice office during the last two
years. The many honors accord-
ed him by that community attest
to his commitment.

He received the Jewish
Federation Community Service
Award together with his father,
Herman, in 1968, and the Jewish
Community Center Volunteer of
the Year award together with his
brother Joseph, and Irving
Natkow, in 1976. His father
served as Federation president
from 1927-37.

“Herman and Max were the
only father and son to serve as
Federation presidents,” said Joel
Kaber, Federation CEO. “Max
was a very dynamic and hard
working man. He loved the com-
munity and had a wonderful
sense of humor. He was an excel-
lent volunteer.”

Odlen was a JCC Board
member for six years, and sat on
the Boards of the Jewish
Geriatric Home in Cherry Hill,
and Jewish Federation Housing.
He also chaired the Building
Committee of the JCC of

Camden County, spearheading
the move from Camden to Route
70 in Cherry Hill, which earned
him a Citation of Merit. He was
named 1966 Man of the Year by
the Camden Lodge of Brith
Sholom; his role as co-chair of
the Building Committee respon-
sible for the construction of
Cong. Beth El’s Chapel Ave. syn-

agogue, brought
him special honors
at the May dedica-
tion. Odlen’s many
contributions to
Cong. Beth El
include the found-
ing of The Odlen
Library.

Born in Camden
in 1911, Odlen

graduated from Haddonfield
High School in 1931. He worked
for New York Ship Building Co.
from 1940 through the end of
WWII, and went on to establish
Max Odlen Construction in
Cherry Hill, and become a well-
known developer of residential
communities in South Jersey.

As president of the South
Jersey Builders League in the
1950s, he gave advice on land-
scaping to homeowners. He cited
playing varsity football, his reli-
gion, and three visits to Israel as
some of his life’s highlights.

In addition to Marianna, his
wife of 37 years, Odlen is sur-
vived by a daughter, Nina; a step-
son, Walter Pudelko; stepdaugh-
ters Diana Rodier, Heidi
Demuese, and Renate Gabel; a
sister; 13 grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. Another
daughter, Marcia Veit, died in
1958, and his former wife, Emily
Rosenberg Odlen, died in 1992.

Interment was Nov. 6 in
Crescent Burial Park,
Pennsauken. Memorial donations

may be made to the Odlen Library
in care of Cong. Beth El. ▲

CLAIRE S. (nee Miller)
DRIBEN, 97, of Marlton, died
on Oct. 25. Wife for 42 years of
the late Abe (Al) Driben. Mother
of Louise I. Driben of Marlton
and Dr. Charles J. Driben.
Mother-in-law of Brenda Driben
of Cherry Hill. Grandmother of
four and great-grandmother of
six. Claire sang with the
Metropolitan Opera and worked
with Bert Parks and Kitty
Carlisle. She appeared as Golda
in the JCC production of Fiddler
on the Roof and spent many

years in the formation and
teaching of the Yiddish Club at
the JCC.

ROBERT FELDMAN, of
Naples, FL, died on Oct. 23.
Husband of the late Jean
Feldman. Father of Linda and
David Shapiro and Ronnie and
Robert Cobden. Brother-in-law of
Richard and Rochelle Noch and
Irene Feldman. Grandfather of
five and great-grandfather of one.

DOROTHY (nee Goldfrit)
HANDELMAN, of Voorhees,
died on Nov. 2. Wife of the late
Norman Handelman. Mother of
Rhonda Lauer, Iris (Ed) Nagel
and Wendy (Steve) Bobb.
Grandmother of eight and great-
grandmother of one.

DAVID M. HIRSCH, of
Willingboro, died on Oct. 26.

Husband of the former Roslyn
Morse. Brother of Dolores
(Gary) Garfinkle and the late
Melvin (Marilyn) Hirsch. Father
of the late Jacqueline (Jeff)
Lesser. Grandfather of five.
David was a retired accountant
and served in the US Army for
over 23 years prior to his retire-
ment as a Master Sergeant. He
was a member of the Jewish War
Veterans. Contributions can be
made to the Jewish War
Veterans, 1811 R St. NW,
Washington, DC, 20009.

SYLVIA K. (nee Kushner)
HOFFMAN, of Voorhees, died
on Nov. 1. Wife of the late Paul
Hoffman. Mother of David
(Hope) Hoffman and the late
Burton (Jacqueline) Hoffman.
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~Wertheimer~
Liberty Monuments

758 Second Street Pike, Southampton, PA

1-800-886-1219

Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am-4:30pm; Wed 9am-8pm;

Fri 9am-2pm; Sun 10am-4pm

Serving All Cemeteries Since 1929
You are invited to inspect our outstanding display

of monuments or call us for a free quotation.

Convenient Off
Street Parking

Evenings By
Appointment

L O C U S T W O O D  M E M O R I A L  PA R K
The Cemetery Beautiful

1500 Route 70  West  •  Cher ry  H i l l ,  New Jersey  •  (856)  429-0500

To All Members of the Jewish Community…

Announcing the Expansion of Our 
New Monument Section, “GARDEN OF JACOB”

and the New “GARDEN OF JACOB MAUSOLEUM”
For a Limited Time

a 25% OFF DISCOUNT WILL BE OFFERED
on inground as well as above ground burial arrangements. (5th & 6th levels completed building only)

0% INTEREST FINANCING IS AVAILABLE!
(up til 12 months)

These prices are available on pre-arrangements only and do not include opening/closing and permanent record fees.
25% discount applies to “Garden of Jacob Mausoleum” 5th & 6th level locations only. Does not apply to previous purchases.

Clip and Mail coupon today or call 1-856-429-0500

Mail today for

25%
Discount
Limited time only.

Valid on pre-need arrangements only.
Not valid on previous 

purchases. 60 day limited 
time offer.

Without any obligation, I would like complete information about the Garden of
Jacob section and mausoleum. Please send me specific information on availabil-
ity and price of:

Upright                           Ground Level Bronze               Private Family                Above Ground
Monument Lots              Lots                                        Burial Estates                 Mausoleum Crypts

Name __________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________

✃

Max Odlen, 98, former Jewish
Federation, Beth El president
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